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The American Srbobran

Building a Partnership
with the Library of Congress
and Institutions in Serbia

From left are Dr. Dragan Stanic, President of the
Matica Srpska, Milos Rastovic, SNF Cultural Outreach
Coordinator, and Dr. Milan Micic, General Secretary of
the Matica Srpska

The first issue of the

American Srbobran, January 18, 1906
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by Milos Rastovic

The American Srbobran has been sprea-
ding its digital branches on two conti-
nents. Since 1906, the oldest continu-
ously published Serbian newspaper in
the world, the American Srbobran, has
been building a strong partnership with
the Library of Congress in Washington,
D.C. Recently, the Library of Congress
received all digital copies of the Ameri-
can Srbobran archive (1906 — 2022). In
addition to the hard copies, the Library
of Congress will also have digital copies
of the American Srbobran for its web-
site. Readers and researchers interested
in Serbian-American history, the origin
of their families, or any other informati-
on regarding Serbian-American history
will be able to access this information on
the Library of Congress website.

According to Robin Pike of the Library
of Congress Serials Division and Head
of the Digital Collections Services team,
who handles Chronicling America, the
American Srbobran will appear on their
website later this year.

Angela Cannon, Librarian for the Rus-
sian and South Slavic Collections,
European Division at the Library of
Congress, emphasized that “the Libra-
ry of Congress recognizes the value of
publications by American heritage and
diaspora groups and endeavors to col-
lect these materials regardless of the
language of publication. Since many
publications have limited or local dis-
tribution, the acquisition of such titles
is more challenging, resulting in gaps
in the Library’s collection. Having con-
tacts with members of heritage groups,
such as the Serb National Federation, is
especially valuable in this regard. For
years the Library of Congress collected
the American Srbobran and microfilmed
it for posterity and interlibrary loan to
researchers across the United States.
Our holdings of American Srbobran
begin with issues from January 1938.
When we realized gaps had developed
in our collection, we contacted the SNF
for help. Milo§ Rastovi¢ arranged for a
donation of the current year of the new-
spaper and the purchase of many back
issues from 1967 through 2014, which
have now been microfilmed and are
available at the Library of Congress.
Having established fruitful contact with
the SNF, I continued on occasion to ask
the SNF for assistance in another arena -
research. After exhausting the resources
in our collection, I have referred resear-
chers with challenging reference questi-
ons about Serbian-American history to
the SNF, which holds a deeper collection
of Serbian diaspora materials, including
the full run of the American Srbobran.
When Mr. Rastovi¢ contacted me last
year to propose a cooperative project to
make the American Srbobran in its ent-
irety freely available on the Library of
Congress website, I wanted to make this
happen. The American Srbobran is the
primary source for research on the Ser-
bian-American community in the Uni-
ted States, and its digitization will allow
researchers from any part of the world to
partake in its riches.”

Two of the most important cultural in-
stitutions and archives in Serbia, the Na-
tional Library of Serbia in Belgrade and
Matica Srpska in Novi Sad, also accep-
ted digital copies of the American Srbo-
bran (1906 — 2022). As a result, resear-
chers and readers in those institutions
will be able to access information about
Serbian-American history. Dr. Vladimir
Pistalo, Director of the National Library

of Serbia and novelist, thanked the Ame-
rican Srbobran for the precious gift. He
is familiar with the work of the longs-
tanding and niche American Srbobran
because Serbs in the United States were
his dissertation subject. Thanks to the
National Library of Serbia, the content
of the American Srbobran digital edi-
tion until World War II will appear in
the Europeana Library, funded by the
European Union. The mission of the Eu-
ropeana Library is to promote and pre-
serve European cultural heritage.

As SNF Cultural Outreach Coordina-
tor, Milos Rastovic in conversation with
Dr. Dragan Stanic, President of the Ma-
tica Srpska, emphasized the readiness
to expand the cooperation with Matica
Srpska to the benefit of Serbian culture
and heritage on both continents. Dr.
Stanic expressed gratitude for this gift,
which will strengthen the ties between
the Serbian Diaspora and Homeland and
enrich Serbian cultural heritage. Dr. Mi-
lan Micic, General Secretary of Matica
Srpska, gave an insight into the import-
ance of the documented Serbian-Ameri-
can history as a part of Serbian history.
Since 1826, Matica Srpska is the oldest
Serbian institution preserving Serbian
ethnic and cultural identity and “enlight-
ening the people.” Today, Matica Srpska
has around 2,000 associates working on
projects related to Serbian science, lite-
rature, art, culture, and tradition world-
wide.

The history of the American Srbobran
indicates the importance of preserving
its archive, Serbian-Americans’ role in
building the United States, and histori-
cal ties with the Homeland.

After the founding of the Serbian Or-
thodox Federation Srbobran (1901), its
members soon realized that they could
only make progress if they had a new-
spaper informing Serbian immigrants
about their work and ideas and calling
on them for unity and cooperation. The-
refore, to expand its influence in Ame-
rica and Canada, the Serbian Orthodox
Federation Srbobran began publishing
the American Srbobran but only in
Cyrillic in 1906. From 1906 to 1916,
the American Srbobran was a weekly
newspaper; and from 1916, a daily new-
spaper. In the 1930s, an English section
was added to the newspaper for the first
generation of immigrants whose native
language was English to become more
acquainted with the Serbian culture and
tradition. Today, the American Srbobran
has Serbian and English sections and is
a semi-monthly newspaper.

The primary role of this newspaper was
described by Father Vojvodic in the first
issue of the newspaper from January 18,
1906, edited by its first editor Milivoj
Buzadzic:

“Our newspaper will guide our rea-
dership on the path of Serbian national
awareness and dedication to the holy Or-
thodox Faith so that in this distant land,
they do not forget the faith and the na-
tion they have come from and for which
our ancestors have shed so much blood,
leaving us these two holy legacies to de-
fend and preserve... Furthermore, we
will try to make this fraternal organiza-
tion [SOF Srbobran] spread as much as
possible because we are fully convinced
that salvation, progress, and help lie only
in our community ...Even now, we hear
a soft voice in our hearts whispering
Christ’s words: ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
in as much as you did to one of the least
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